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Purpose: An emergency response plan for dealing with laboratory animals in disaster situations is required by Animal Welfare Regulations.  This plan is intended to address issues surrounding emergency care and disposition of Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory laboratory animals following a catastrophic structural failure or other emergency in which environmental support systems and personnel access may be inadequate to assure the comfort and well-being of the animals.

1. LBNL Emergency Response Plan
a. The Office of Animal Resources (OAR) has the responsibility of ensuring all LBNL research animals are adequately cared for, including during an emergency or disaster.  Research animals serve a mission critical function for many divisions at the Lab and therefore their safety and well being will be regarded as an incident priority for events affecting the buildings in which they are located.  As identified in the LBNL Master Emergency Program Plan, the OAR will serve as the point of contact for planning and coordination of response activities focused on animal welfare.    
b. The Veterinarian and/or Facility manager or responsible researcher (Buildings 70A) is a member of each Building Emergency Team.   
c. In no case should human life, health, or safety be endangered in an attempt to rescue animals.

2. LBNL Animal Housing
a. Animals housed at LBNL animal housing areas are: 
Laboratory Mice and/or rats: 	Building 977, Building 86, Building 70A 
b. Each facility maintains at minimum 5-7 day supply of food and water. 
c. Animals have direct access to food and water for at least 24-48 hours.
d. Generators have fuel to last 24-36 hours at buildings housing animals, and all HVAC are on emergency back-up.
e. Special Requirements: Access to animals in Building 70A require LBNL Rad Worker II training (or GERT and trained escort).

3. Initial Response:
a. For events affecting only a single facility, the OAR representative will report the appropriate on-scene authority or LBNL building manager to coordinate animal rescue or relocation activities.  In events affecting multiple facilities, the OAR representative will report to the Operations Section in the LBNL Emergency Operations Center (EOC) to coordinate rescue or relocation activities.
b. Regular Working Hours: If the disaster occurs during regular working hours, staff will sweep their facilities of all personnel, leave the building, and report to their Emergency Assembly Area (EAA).  Upon release from the EAA, staff (OAR for Buildings 977 and 86, research staff for 70A and 80) will begin an Initial Assessment of the situation. Information (below section 4) and report to the Attending Veterinarian.  
c. After Hours: If the disaster occurs outside of regular work hours the Attending Veterinarian, facility manager and (70A and 80) responsible researcher will be notified through emergency communications systems, and initiate communications with appropriate staff.   The following items will be assessed:
i. Access to Buildings
ii. Number of animal care staff available for duty

4. Initial Assessment and action: 
a. Following an earthquake or other event which damages or threatens the structural integrity of the buildings housing animals, personnel (including animal care personnel) may not enter the animal quarters until approval is given by the senior safety official or emergency management team on site.
b. Once building access has been approved, the Attending Veterinarian and/or designee enters the facility and assess the condition of the animals. The following criteria will be evaluated and communicated to the AV.
i. Injured animals
ii. Condition of cages (any fallen on floor)
iii. Air supply functioning
iv. Lighting functioning
b. Decisions regarding evaluation and disposition of animals shall be made by the Attending Veterinarian.  Animals may only be removed from the facility with approval from the Attending Veterinarian. If the Attending Veterinarian is unavailable such decisions should be made in consultation with the Animal Facility Manager AND the Chair of the AWRC. 
c. Animals which are in danger or discomfort and cannot otherwise be reasonably provided with adequate care (feed, water, shelter from weather and predators) shall be humanely euthanized at the earliest possible time consistent with personnel safety.  This can be accomplished by carbon dioxide (CO2) or isoflurane overdose. Animals will be euthanized at Building 70A if in case of any disaster that disrupts regular access over 12 hours. In no case will animals be removed from Building 70A. 

5. Long-term assessment and action:
a. In case of damage to water or power unique to a specific building that cannot be corrected, animals may be moved to another AWRC approved research holding area (e.g. building 977 to 86). Under most circumstances only animals that require limited monitoring (e.g. breeders, long-term chronic observational) will be moved. Factors such as staff availability, numbers of animals to be moved and resources will be taken into account when making this decision. LBNL has an MOU with University of California campuses to provide housing for select animals (e.g. breeding stock), if appropriate space is available. Informal arrangements exist with other Bay Area research facilities. All animal movements and transportation must be approved by the AV. 
b. In case of emergency in which insufficient animal care staff are available to perform all normal tasks, research staff personnel can be utilized as available as long as at least one trained animal care technician is present to assign as supervise performance of those tasks essential to preservation of animal life and health.  These are:
i. Provision of potable water and an adequate laboratory diet;
ii. Monitoring and maintenance of room temperature, air circulation, and ventilated cage rack operating conditions.
iii. Provision of clean bedding.  Bedding change schedule may temporarily reduced to every other week instead of weekly. Dirty bedding can be dumped into an appropriate waste container in the animal room, and clean bedding replaced without washing cages.
iv. If at any time the AV determines that these tasks can no longer be performed adequately, the animals will be euthanized.

