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Purpose: These guidelines have been developed to provide minimum standards for experimental procedures involving transportation of rodents, and assure that all LBNL procedures are in compliance with Animal Welfare Regulations and follow standards described in the Guide for Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. All procedures involving transportation of rodents must be reviewed and approved by the AWRC. Exceptions to these guidelines are possible if justified for the experiment and reviewed and approved by the AWRC.

Training: It is the responsibility of the investigator to assure that all individuals performing unsupervised transportation of rodents are adequately trained to do so.  

1. As a general rule, all in-house animal transportation is performed by ACF staff, and external transportation is performed by USDA approved commercial vendors. Exceptions to this are allowed, but these must either be included in the AUP and approved by the AWRC, or granted on a case-by-case basis by the LBNL veterinarian. The following outlines the procedures that must be followed when this permission has been granted.

2. In-house transportation (example: mice transfer from Building 86 to Building 84, or (Building 977 vivarium to Building 977 lab) 
a. Primary container: Transfer animal from standard primary housing to a primary transport container. Standard cages may not be used for this purpose, and must not be removed from the animal facility. Opaque, cardboard, one-use disposable primary cages are supplied by ACF.
i. Line the bottom of the cage with a small amount of fresh bedding or paper towels. If rodents will be in the lab more than a few minutes, provide them with a few food pellets, if more than one hour, provide a moist food such as an apple or potato slice, or gel pack, or small dish of water.
b. Secondary container: The primary transport container must then be placed inside a secondary container that is opaque and completely covers the primary container. This can be a reusable plastic box, or disposable plastic or paper bag. If the secondary container is re-uesed, it must be disinfected prior to bringing it inside the vivarium. If possible, leave the secondary container in the ante room/air lock.
 
c. Cart: Heavy primary/secondary containers, or containers that are difficult to cover, such as multiple rodent containers, should be transported on a cart. Carts must be clean of debris, and disinfected (e.g. with commercial spray cleaner such as “formula 409”, or MB-10) prior to use, and should not be brought into the vivarium without prior permission from the facility manager.

3. External transportation (example rodents transferred by PI in car to another institution- or Building 977 for collaboration/euthanasia): 
a. Primary and secondary enclosures, as described above, must be used. Commercial rodent transport boxes are ideal for this purpose and can be obtained/purchased through OAR. These can be placed inside paper bags and discarded on site after arrival.
b. Animals must be placed inside the car, never in the trunk. Heating/air conditioning should be used as needed to keep animals comfortable.
c. In case of sudden stop, place the cages on the floor of the car, or secure them in a way to avoid falling.
d. For short trips, no stops should be made. If stops are necessary for longer trips, animals must never be left unattended in the car for more than a few minutes.
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