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Purpose: These guidelines have been developed to provide minimum standards for experimental procedures involving non-survival surgery in rodents, and assure that all LBNL procedures involving experimental animals are in compliance with Animal Welfare Regulations and follow standards described in the Guide for Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. It is the responsibility of the investigator to ensure use of techniques and procedures which result in the least pain and distress to the animal, while adequately addressing the needs of the experimental design. All procedures involving non-survival surgery must be reviewed and approved by the AWRC prior to their implementation and if animals and include anesthesia and/or euthanasia methods required. Exceptions to these guidelines are possible if justified for the experiment and reviewed and approved by the AWRC. 
Training: It is the responsibility of the investigator to assure that all individuals performing unsupervised non-survival surgery are adequately trained to do so. Collection
1. Euthanasia followed by tissue collection. Whenever possible tissue collection should be performed after primary chemical euthanasia according to AWRC euthanasia guidelines. Animals must be non-responsive noxious stimulus prior to tissue collection.  Procedures involving tissue collection that do not result in removal of major organ must be followed by bilateral thoracotomy or cervical dislocation must also be performed.

2. Tissue collection performed during non-survival surgery (e.g. perfusion). The need for non-survival tissue collection/surgery must be included in the AUP. Details of all procedures (anesthesia, injections, incisions) performed must be included in the AUP. A surgical level of anesthesia must be achieved and maintained during all non-survival surgical/tissue collection procedures, and euthanasia performed prior to recovery from euthanasia.
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