Guidance for Radiation of Animals on NASA Sponsored Projects:

Animals to be irradiated as part of NASA-sponsored projects must be transferred to Brookhaven National Laboratory Animal Facility (BLAF) in Long Island, New York, for temporary housing during pre-assigned particle radiation beam times at the NASA Space Radiation Laboratory (NSRL). NSRL is the only ground-based particle radiation accelerator facility in the U.S. that is capable of providing a range of particle beams with the relevant beam qualities that simulate radiation environment in space.

BLAF is AAALAC-accredited and OLAW certified.  Only investigators with approved BNL IACUC protocols are allowed to bring animals into BLAF.  Due to space limitations, animals that require long-term housing must be returned to the PI's home institution.

In addition to an BNL approved protocol, LBNL investigators conducting animal experiments at the BLAF must have an approved AWRC protocol for the studies to be performed at LNBNL.  LBNL investigators are expected to  work with ACF Manager and Staff Veterinarian to coordinate activities, such as animal purchase and delivery to the BLAF, housing requirements at the BLAF and at the LBNL Animal Care Facility (ACF) including estimated number of cages, as well as shipment schedules and vendor as soon as beam time assignments are made for each NSRL campaign."

