
Identification Guidelines

[bookmark: _GoBack]Purpose: These guidelines have been developed to provide minimum standards for the identification of rodents, and assure that all LBNL procedures involving experimental animals are in compliance with Animal Welfare Regulations and follow standards described in the Guide for Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. It is the responsibility of the investigator to ensure use of techniques and procedures which result in the least pain and distress to the animal, while adequately addressing the needs of the experimental design. Exceptions to these guidelines are possible if justified for the experiment and reviewed and approved by the AWRC.

Training: It is the responsibility of the investigator to assure that all individuals performing unsupervised procedures related to the identification of rodents are adequately trained to do so. 

Surgical Procedures: All surgical procedures related to identification must follow the AWRC Guidelines for Surgical Procedures in Rodents. If anesthesia is required for the identification method(s) chosen, then that procedure must also be selected from the procedures list.

Identification: Ear tag, ear punch, computer “chip” and tattoo are all acceptable methods for rodent identification.  
1. Ear tags should be placed in the base of the ear, proper placement may best we done with isoflurane anesthesia but this is not required.
2. Ear notching may be done on the anesthetized mouse but this is not required
3. Rodents must be anesthetized for tattoo.
4. Anesthesia is recommended for all “chip” placements and required unless new, disposable one-use application systems are used.
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