Key Information for consent forms
To be used for consent forms greater than four pages

Title
Researchers [including affiliation]
Purpose of research
Participants [aka subjects – what are qualifications to be a subject]
What you will be asked to do
[bookmark: _GoBack]Length of project
Potential risks and benefits
Participants’ options [include voluntariness, ability to withdraw at any point, all questions answered, *alternative procedures or treatments (if any)]

EXAMPLE
	Title
	The effect of a sunny day and beautiful view on blood pressure and blood composition

	Researchers
	Susan Smiles, MD and Larry Laughs, PhD of Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory

	Purpose of Reseach
	We are studying the effect of looking at beauty in nature and a sweeping panorama have to humans blood pressure and blood content.

	Participants
	Healthy men and women between the ages of 22 and 65

	What you will be
asked to do
	Look out of a window at a panoramic view of the San Francisco Bay for half an hour. A small amount of blood will be drawn and your blood pressure will be taken both before gazing out the window and afterwards.

	Length of project
	The project will continue for three years. Participant’s role will be limited to two participations in the above, separated by nine months.

	Potential risks
and benefits
	There is a small risk of bruising from the blood draw or the blood pressure cuff, and a very small risk of infection from the blood draw. Benefits of knowledge gained from this study will be to humanity as a whole.

	Participants’ options
	Participating in this study in voluntary. You will have all your questions answered before you sign this consent form. You may withdraw from the study at any time.


Note that what we are looking for here is a short overview of the project and the subjects’ role. *About alternative procedures and treatments: it will be a rare LBNL study that has such a thing. Some examples; an educational survey or experiment where course credit is granted, with the alternative being another way to earn that credit; an energy study where people will learn something about their personnel energy use which they could also obtain from an energy supplier using another process.
