FACILITIES SAFETY MEETING
Earthquake Preparedness 


April is Earthquake Preparedness month.  You have all heard the expression “it is a case of not if ,but when.”  Let’s add a new one:  “It’s overdue!”  The chances of a major earthquake in the next 30 years is 70%; 99% for a damaging earthquake.  The Hayward Fault, which is located roughly 2,376 feet from B76 is capable of a magnitude 7.0 event and has the highest probability of failure (32%) of all the Bay Area faults.  In addition to the Hayward Fault, Alameda and Contra Costa Counties have the highest number of dangerous faults.  After a major earthquake on the Hayward Fault, the following is expected: 

· 2-3 feet horizontal displacement, 4-10 feet in some locations
· 750-3,000 lives lost
· Economic loss of $235 billion
· Sixty percent of EBMUD customers out of water for 2 months
· 1,700 road closures in Alameda County
· Berkeley Hills BART tunnel closed for 2 years
· Sustained power outages
· 150,00 housing units uninhabitable
· Uncontrolled fires and Hazmat spills (majority of refineries are located 3 to 13 miles from the fault)
· Alameda County hospitals and schools closed
· Police, fire and ambulances not available.  Businesses are the lowest on the response hierarchy.

Be Prepared Now at Home and at Work.  Disasters are more likely to happen off hours so expect to be on your own for a minimum of 48 hours and possibly for a period of 2 or more weeks.  Here are some of the things you need to do now to be prepared:

· Bolt foundations and install sheer wall bracing for your home.  Repair cracks in chimneys/foundations
· Strap water heater at the top and bottom to the wall
· Use infant safety latches on cabinets and drawers and bolt large or valuable objects to the floor or wall
· Lock overhead bins in your cube and keep file cabinets closed and locked
· Store heavy, breakable objects low to floor (lower shelves)
· Use an of State phone number for family members to call to check in and arrange ahead of time a local meeting place if family members can’t get home
· Locate home utility shut off valves (gas, water, electrical) and turn off only if there is a problem  
· Inventory and video tape assets and store somewhere out of the area   
· Consider the purchase of earthquake insurance
· Hang heavy objects such as pictures and mirrors away from beds or chairs
· Store pesticides, flammable liquids, weed killers securely in closed cabinets
· Take first aid / CPR classes or CERT/NERT training
· Stockpile emergency supplies.  Keep a “go bag” in your cube or car. 
· Food and water (1 gallon / person / day).  Eat refrigerator food first, don’t drink pool water
· First aid supplies, medications, sanitary and hygiene supplies, extra glasses/reading glasses
· Emergency lighting / batteries
· Change of clothing, sturdy shoes and gloves
· Battery operated radio
· Non-electric can opener
· Pet food
· Cash and proof of residence
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