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Report of Nuclear Science Division Self-Assessment on
Chemical Safety, phase 1
Executive Summary
From this self-assessment we found that most of the entry signs are correct, but some had outdated or incomplete information.  To make sure the information is kept current, the NSD ISM Plan will be amended to include an annual entry sign inspection for the division.
Introduction

This self-assessment is the first phase of assessing the safety of chemical use in NSD.  The Division Director asked for an assessment of the door signs to make sure that the information contained in the signs is current, so every door sign in technical areas of the division was assessed for correct information.  Specific information checked on the door signs includes:
· Emergency contact information
· Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) requirements

· Hazard icons, including chemical hazards
In the next phase of Chemical Safety assessments, the chemical inventory will be verified and chemical storage will be assessed.  After the inventory is verified, the door posting will again be checked to make sure the hazard icons are complete and correct.
Focus Area Description:
ISM requires work to be analyzed for hazards, and controls to be developed for those hazards.  Correct entry signs warn people who do not conduct the research in the room of the hazards and PPE controls for the area.  Examples of those who would be warned are custodians, maintenance workers and casual visitors.  Staff who work in the area are aware of the hazards in the area, and the entry signs are a reminder of the proper controls, including PPE, for the hazards.
The entry signs are posted outside the doors of the technical area and include contact information PPE requirements, and hazard icons indicating the hazards to be found in the technical area.  The purpose of this assessment was to see if the signs contained correct information.

Current Requirements
Requirements for posting at door entrances are contained in the LBNL Chemical Health and Safety Plan (CHSP) in the section on Training and Hazard Information.  
“Area Safety Leaders shall ensure that entrances to technical areas are posted with a Caution Placard which indicates the hazard types in the work area (such as corrosives and carcinogens) as depicted by hazard icons, minimum PPE requirements and emergency contact information.“
From the NSD ISM Plan,
“Line Management EH&S Responsibilities

Supervisors and Group leaders are responsible and accountable for implementation of this ISM plan in their labs and workplaces. They are responsible for a range of EH&S functions including:

• Ensuring EH&S requirements are integrated into all work activities and the necessary resources/controls are provided in a timely manner to do the work safely

• Creating and communicating meaningful EH&S standards and holding staff, students and guests accountable for implementing these expectations”
Thus the requirement to correctly post the entry is a line management responsibility, falling specifically on the Area Safety Leader who is usually the Work Lead/Supervisor.
Assessment scope

The scope of this assessment was to assess the current state of the entry signs into NSD technical areas.  Specifically, this assessment looked at the entry signs for division information, emergency contact information, PPE requirements, and hazard icons.
Assessment results

Findings:  
1. Two of the entry signs have outdated Building Manager information.
2. One of the entry signs does not list safety glasses as required PPE and does not have a posted PPE exception.

3. One of the entry signs does not list long pants as required PPE and does not have a posted PPE exception.

Observations:  
1. Two of the entry signs have handwritten, but correct, information.
2. The hazard icons generally match the CMS listings but will be checked in the next phase of Chemical Safety once the inventory has been verified.
3. Many of the NSD entry signs were correctly updated when a new building manager was appointed for buildings 70 & 70A.

Detailed discussion:
Correct hazard communication is fundamental and has wide spread consequences in the safety program at LBNL.  Correct hazard information is important to NSD and to personnel from other divisions who also work in NSD technical areas.  All technical areas belonging to NSD were observed including those in B/88, B/70 and B/70A. 

This assessment constitutes phase 1 of the multi-year Chemical Safety Assessment.

Signs were checked for the following information:

· Emergency Contact information

· Division

· Area Safety Leader

· Building manager

· Division Safety Coordinator

· PPE requirements

· Safety glasses, long pants, closed-toe shoes unless there is a PPE exception posted

· Hazard Icons

· Generally do the icons match the hazards for the inventory in the Chemical Management System
Recommended corrective actions
1. The NSD Safety Coordinator will work with the Area Safety Leaders to correct the signs with outdated information.  
2. In order to assure that the signs are kept up to date, the Safety Coordinator will modify the ISM plan to include an annual check of the entry signs.

Conclusions
From this self-assessment we found that most of the entry signs are correct, but some had outdated or incomplete information.  To make sure the information is kept current, the NSD ISM Plan will be amended to include an annual entry sign inspection for the division.
List of attachments:

1. Self-Assessment Methodology for Chemical Safety Assessment, phase 1
2. Lines of Inquiry for Chemical Safety Assessment, phase 1
Attachment 1: Self-Assessment Methodology for Chemical Safety Assessment, phase 1
A. Division Safety Coordinator performs the self-assessment
B. Techniques to be used during the self-assessment:
1. Review of CHSP and NSD ISM Plan
2. Survey the entry signage for all technical areas
3. Review the chemicals in inventory and compare to signs
Attachment 2: Lines of Inquiry for Chemical Safety Assessment, phase 1
Lines of inquiry will focus on communicating the hazards and controls within NSD technical areas.  A basic framework for this line of inquiry includes the following questions:
· Is signage posted at the entry to the technical area?
· Is signage compliant with CHSP guidelines?

· Is emergency contact information correct?

· Area Safety Leader?

· Building Manager?

· Division Safety Coordinator?

· Are following PPE guidelines posted (unless there is a PPE exception)?

· Safety glasses?

· Long pants?

· Closed-toe shoes?

· Generally do hazard icons match the chemical hazards in the room?
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