Special Event: Talk on Cool Cities, Cool Planet Tonight at Berkeley Rep 

The second talk of Berkeley Lab's Science at the Theater fall series takes place tonight at the Berkeley Repertory Theatre with a talk by three Lab scientists—including Art Rosenfeld—entitled "Cool Cities, Cool Planet." Rosenfeld and fellow Environmental Energy Technology Division scientists Ronnen Levinson and Melvin Pomerantz will discuss how white roofs can cool your building, your city, and our planet. The event starts at 7 p.m. Go here for more information and a complete lineup of this fall's Science at the Theater events.  
http://www.lbl.gov/LBL-PID/fobl/

Special Event: Open House Featured in Slideshow

Employees who were unable to attend Open House, or those who want to relive the fun and excitement, can a view a slideshow of the day here. Kids and adults alike soaked up the sun as well as the science concepts that were presented via hands-on activities, displays, lectures, and demonstrations. Among the most popular attractions were a Darfur stove that volunteers kept burning throughout the event, extracting DNA from strawberries, and the Ask a Scientist table, where visitors learned how the Internet works, what gives things color, and why dark energy exists, among other topics. More>

Research: MRI Zooms in on Microscopic Flow
 
Alex Pines (right) and members of his research group, including Vik Bajaj (left), used a combination of remote instrumentation, JPEG-style image compression, and other key enhancements to apply Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) to materials flowing through microfluidic “lab-on-a-chip” devices with unprecedented spatial and time resolutions. Pines and Bajaj were able to record images a million times faster than with conventional MRI, which paves the way for experiments that would have taken years to complete. More>
http://newscenter.lbl.gov/news-releases/2010/10/07/mri-microscopic-flow/

Research: New EETD Report Finds that State Programs Help Drive Solar Energy

A new report by Ryan Wiser and Galen Barbose of the Environmental Energy Technology Division has found that state-level renewables portfolio standard (RPS) programs have proven to be an important driver for solar energy deployment in the U.S., resulting in more than 250 megawatts (MW) of new solar capacity through the end of 2009. Currently, 29 states and the District of Columbia have enacted mandatory RPS policies that require retail electricity sellers to supply a minimum percentage or amount of their retail load with eligible forms of renewable energy. More>
http://newscenter.lbl.gov/news-releases/2010/10/07/new-berkeley-lab-report-assesses-renewables-portfolio-standards/


World of Science: ATLAS Mural Honors “Cathedral of Science”
 
Last Wednesday, the ATLAS collaboration at CERN’s Large Hadron Collider (LHC) unveiled a mural by American artist Josef Kristofoletti, one-third the size of the giant experiment buried 100 meters below it. Kristofoletti, inspired by study in Italy, says: “When I think about the LHC, it always seems like an unprecedented cathedral of science. I think this will be a modern-day version of a Renaissance fresco.” Says Michael Barnett of the Physics Division, ATLAS Outreach Coordinator: “We were thrilled to learn that ATLAS and particle physics had found their way into popular art. And it was a natural next step to bring that art to CERN.” More>
 
first link is to http://press.web.cern.ch/press/PressReleases/Releases2010/PR19.10E.html
 
second link is to 
http://www.symmetrymagazine.org/breaking/2010/10/06/artist-completes-atlas-mural-samples-surreal-cern-life/

In Memoriam: Harold Wollenburg 

Harold (Skip) Wollenberg, a geologist instrumental in the formation of the Earth Sciences Division, passed away on August 11 at Sutter Medical Center in Santa Rosa after a month of serious illness; he was 77. His work included geothermal exploration and characterization of non-volcanic sites. The approaches that Wollenberg and his colleagues developed have since been adapted by industry to successfully produce geothermal electricity from non-volcanic sites. He was an internationally known expert in the application of nuclear geology to geothermal and environment-related problems. He traveled widely as a geologist, including to post-Soviet Russia. Some of his experiences are included in the book, "Along the Way," which he co-authored. More>
http://earthsciences.typepad.com/blog/2010/10/in-memoriam-harold-wollenburg.html

IT: IEEE Acknowledges LBNL Staff in Announcing New Ethernet Standard 
On October 5, IEEE announced the ratification of the IEEE P802.3az Energy-Efficient Ethernet (EEE) standard, the first standard in the history of Ethernet to address proactive reduction in energy consumption for networked devices. Michael Bennett of Berkeley Lab’s IT Division is chair of the IEEE 802.3az Energy-Efficient Ethernet Task Force. The IEEE press release quotes Bennett as saying, in part: “The great advantage of using products supporting EEE is that there is no complex configuration necessary. In most cases, energy will be saved automatically.” The press release also includes quotations from Berkeley Lab CIO Rosio Alvarez and ESnet manager Steve Cotter.
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